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LOCKDOWN 

SPECIAL 
Once again, the clubhouse is 

closed and rugby has stopped. 

That is a crying shame after such 

a positive summer but at least 

we can finish phase 1 of the 

clubhouse improvement as 

shown in this issue.  

 

The clubhouse looks fantastic 

but cost around £70K. We were 

able to cover this from our 

reserves but it has left us a bit 

hard up, just as our revenue is 

cut off again. Sadly, we still have 

running costs and bills to pay. 

Fortunately, most members 

have paid their subscriptions 

and many have made donations. 

If you have not yet done so then 

take this as a gentle reminder – 

your club needs you more than 

ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beccehamian News 

 
 

 

SHOREDITCH CHIC COMES TO BECCS 
 

 

 

 
Phase 1 of the project to build a Clubhouse for the 21st Century is almost 

finished. The building has been completely rewired; new lighting installed that 

turns on and off automatically; the old ducted hot air heating replaced by ceiling 

panels; a fire-alarm system installed; new CCTV and air-conditioning and a 

revamped kitchen… 

 

The hall has had a complete make-over. The ceiling is now black, not just to hide 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/beccehamianrfc/news/membership-subscriptions--process-202021-2558779.html
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BACK TO SQUARE 1 
 

Slowly, slowly, bit by bit, rugby 

at the club crept out of the first 

lockdown. First it was Kempster 

gyrating on Zoom for the benefit 

of the juniors and Sia leading 

challenges for senior players on-

line. Then we were allowed to 

come together at the Den, but 

only in groups of six with no 

cuddling or even breathing in 

the same direction. That was 

Stage A on the RFU roadmap. 

Finally we got to Stage D and 

Ready4Rugby (R4R), a glorified 

game of touch that was fast and 

furious but allowed no contact 

(allegedly) and was 

understandably loathed by front 

row forwards across the nation. 

There were even some 

competitive games against 

Beckenham. 

 

Then came Lockdown 2 and, like 

some giant game of Snakes and 

ladders, we slipped down a 

large Boa Constrictor and off the 

Roadmap. The clubhouse is 

closed and the pitches are once 

again home to a million dogs. 

You can if you wish, train one-

to-one with a friend but you 

must test before and after and 

isolate for two weeks if you 

touch the same ball! At least it 

will give the pitches a rest and 

allow us to finish the clubhouse. 

See you all in December. 

 
 

 

 

 

the Guinness stains but to contrast with the new lighting and ducting system 

with its gleaming metal trays and cylinders. Very Shoreditch Chic! The curtains 

have been replaced with maroon blinds that are slimmer and can be pulled back 

to allow in more light. Two large TVs in the corners add to the viewing 

experience. 

 

As you enter the hall, your eye is drawn to a huge photograph of the first ever 

team to play for Old Beccehamians in 1933. In that picture is Chris Fitzpatrick, 

one of the founding members of the club after whom the Members’ bar is 

named. Turn around and you will see the new look bar, lovingly created by Jak 

Lipka and Anthony Kempster under the watchful eye of Paul T. The striking club 

badge was made by Joanne Gardner and generously donated to the club.  

(Joanne’s company is called “It Must Be A Sign” if you have something in mind). 

 

The Members’ bar also has the new look in the ceiling and lights but is otherwise 

much as before, largely because this will change dramatically when phase 2 gets 

underway and it is enlarged.  We plan to have a Grand Opening as soon as 

circumstances allow so watch this space.  

  

A big thanks to Jak Lipka and Paul Thirkettle for overseeing the project and to Mike 

Watkins and Jon Lipka at M&E Design and Build for undertaking the work involved 

in this ambitious project. 

 

NEW CLUB CAPTAINS 
 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.itmustbeasign.co.uk/
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JACK PETCHEY 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD     

OCTOBER 2020 

 

AMELIA PAWSON 
 

Girl’s rugby is growing rapidly at 

the club and it is a mark of their 

development that another 

member of the squad has been 

chosen for the October award. 

This is what her coach, Paul 

Thirkettle, had to say about her; 

 

“We have nominated Amelia 

Pawson for this month’s Jack 

Petchey Award because she has 

come a long way in the last two 

seasons. She has come out of 

her shell and is being a bit more 

vocal within the team. Amelia is 

someone who is always training, 

whatever the weather, and 

always puts in great effort. In 

training and matches, she 

always asks good questions to 

help herself and her peers to 

understand what they need to 

do to get the task done. Amelia 

gets on very well with 

everybody in the squad and is a 

very valuable squad member, 

often  offering  to help out her 

peers if they are struggling.” 

 

Well done Amelia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both the men’s and ladies’ 1st XV squads have new captains in Paul 
Broadhurst and Rhiannon Davies. They take over from Dave “Mary” 
Watkins and Victoria Lamb who were both outstanding leaders; thank you 
both. 

Paul has been at the club since 2000 and, along with Josh Hewitt was the 
only member of the successful Millennium squad to make it from U7 to 
U18. He played at Twickenham with Ravenswood school, represented 
Kent U16 and U18, and spent a year playing for Ponsonby in New Zealand.  

Rhi is a relative newcomer, having joined five years ago from Bromley FC. 
She wasted no time in making herself one of the key players for the 
ladies; with her hard running and ferocious tackling she helped raise 
standards and became a regular on the score board, scoring tries and 
kicking accurately from the tee. 

Sadly both Paul and Rhi have taken over at the worst possible time but 
have been outstanding in keeping up morale and maintaining good 
numbers at training. Both squads have played R4R against Beckenham 
recently and acquitted themselves well. The ladies are looking particularly 
good and continue to attract new players, most recently Joss, Hannah, 
Lisa, Katie, Greta and Hayley. 

 

CHELSEA PENSIONERS WALK 2.5M STEPS FOR 

CHARITY 

 

At this time of year, we would normally be raising funds for the Royal British Legion, by 
selling poppies and getting donations at the President’s Lunch. Sadly Covid has put a 
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CHRISTMAS HAMPER 

APPEAL 
 

Huge thanks to everyone who 

donated to the toiletries 

collection for Bromley Brighter 

Beginnings Christmas Hamper 

Appeal. The response was 

overwhelming and will make 

some families’ Christmas a bit 

better this year as they enjoy 

the things most of us take for 

granted. Most of the 

contributions are in the photo, 

but the response was so great 

that they didn’t all fit on the 

table. You are all amazing, 

thanks. 

 

Kirstie Smith 

 

QUILTER FIRST  

GREEN LACES 

 
The U7s had a great start to the 

season with new faces joining us 

each week. We’ve been really 

impressed with the enthusiasm 

and development of skills within 

the group over the weeks. So far 

this season Green Laces have 

been awarded the rugby cire 

values to; Megan, Morgan, 

Adriana, Lucas and Jack.  

 

When asked what she liked 

most about rugby, Megan 

replied “Everything is my 

favourite” 

Well done to all. 

 

Kirstie Smith 

 

stop to that, not just at the club but across the country, leaving the Legion millions of 
pounds short of its target.  

Step up our old friends, the Chelsea Pensioners. Led by the irascible Nick Clark, they are 
going to walk 2.5m steps around their grounds to replicate the Western Front trek. We 
owe these guys our freedom so please support them. 

Nick Clark sent us this message; 

“Just a quick email to let you know that I’ve decided to fundraise for The Royal British 
Legion, and I’d really appreciate your support. You can donate to my JustGiving page by 
clicking here:  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nick-
clark31?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=nick-
clark31&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=f9bb1d73f54147799aa5c489d328d207. 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/beccehamianrfc/news/supporting-royal-hospital-
chelsea-fundraising-for-the-royal-british-legion-2583969.html 

Your support is always appreciated.” 

Nick Clark 

 

PLAYER PROFILE 
 

Beccehamian RFC - Girls Squad Player Profiles  
 
• Name/Nickname: = Charlotte Lambert (U15s) 
 
• Age: = 14 
 
• Position/Shirt Number := Outside Centre/No. 13 
 
• When did you start playing rugby= Around August 2019 which is when I joined Beccs 
 
• When did you join Beccs= 2019 
 
• What is your favorite moment playing for Beccs = We played Friday night floodlights 
tournament at Beckenham. They were the first matches that we won!! 
 
Teammates  
 
• Who is the most vocal in training/leadership=  Evie Lipka  
• Who is the toughest team mate=  Kayla Shirley 
• Who is the most improved player= Amelia Maher 
 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/beccehamianrfc/news/beccehamian-rfc-are-supporting-local-charity-bromley-brighter-beginnings-2580798.html
https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/beccehamianrfc/news/beccehamian-rfc-are-supporting-local-charity-bromley-brighter-beginnings-2580798.html
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nick-clark31?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=nick-clark31&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=f9bb1d73f54147799aa5c489d328d207
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nick-clark31?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=nick-clark31&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=f9bb1d73f54147799aa5c489d328d207
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nick-clark31?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=nick-clark31&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=f9bb1d73f54147799aa5c489d328d207
https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/beccehamianrfc/news/supporting-royal-hospital-chelsea-fundraising-for-the-royal-british-legion-2583969.html
https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/beccehamianrfc/news/supporting-royal-hospital-chelsea-fundraising-for-the-royal-british-legion-2583969.html
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MARTYN BAKER 

 

Martyn has been fighting 

cancer for some time but 

recently had a relapse and 

was admitted to Guys 

Hospital to have cancer 

removed from his lungs. To 

rub salt in the wound, he also 

contracted Covid 19. Martyn 

is still poorly but we all know 

how tough he is and wish him 

and Elaine all the best at this 

challenging time. 

To 

RETURNRETURN OF HUGHSIE OF 

 THE HUG 

Things are set to get livelier at the 
club, Hughsie has returned. Yes, John 
Hughes, short but larger than life and 
with a ditty for every occasion, is back. 
With younger son Joe helping Freddie 
Buckle coach the Academy John could 
not resist the lure of the club. A 
successful coach and the driving force 
behind the 2007 junior tour to Ireland, 
it is great to see him back. Best of all, 
we get to see more of Ali Hughes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS IS SORTED 

The club shop has a variety of new stock which would make perfect stocking fillers. 
Items range from £2-£20 and include pens, hats, cuff links, water bottles, gum shields 
and our very own Beccs face masks! 
Please contact Sarah Harding at mailto:sarahe-harding@hotmail.co.uk if you’d like to 
purchase any items 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/beccehamianrfc/news/beccs-club-shop-stock-available-to-purchase-2560553.html
mailto:sarahe-harding@hotmail.co.uk
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THE 

MAKINGS 

OF AN 

ALICKADOO 
 

Name–Robbie Broadhurst 

Nickname – Nestie 

First game for Beccs – 1972 

Last game – soon! 

Teams – Colts, 1st XV , A ,Ex A, 
B XVs , Vets 

Biggest honour – 7th team 
captain v Warlingham, 1983. 

Proudest moments – U15s 
winning Newbury 10s, Ladies 
winning promotion (twice). 

Previous posts held - Duties 
secretary, membership secretary, 
mini chair, junior chair, coach 

Current posts – Director, 
ladies’ coach, Jack Petchey 
coordinator 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW ? 

NIGEL PERROT 

  

Nigel “Polly” Perrot, seen here in 1982 pre-season training contemplating 
another grueling session – or perhaps he is excited that the TV now had 
four channels with the introduction of Channel 4!!  
 

“ In 1974 I joined Old Beccehamians at 17 having been a pupil at Langley 

Park. I put my time in as a prop, starting in the Extra Bs and worked my 

way through the ranks to the 1st XV over the next two years. I lasted until 

I was 27 though took a year off with a back injury that ultimately cut 

short my brilliant career. 

 

The highlight I’m sure of Beccs is the wonderful group of people you get 

to play with and meet.  The second most important part of playing with 

Beccs was the tours. From Pembrokeshire to Eastbourne to the infamous 

Spanish tour when we co-opted an Argentinian to play for us (we were at 

war with Argentina at the time) and a police officer in the team was 

arrested for relieving himself on the jury in a family restaurant during a 

Kangaroo Court. 

 

The 1980 tour to the USA was a personal highlight and reignited my love 

for the USA (though not the politics)!. During another trip to the States 

with Jon Averns I met, Barbara, my wife to be, after a game in 

Washington in 1987 and having married the following year (Barbara not 

Jon) we moved back to Wales for 6 years before we decamped back to 

the west of New York State with our three Welsh born girls.  
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Over the years I have kept in touch whenever possible with old club 
friends and even played in an oldies game in a weekend visit in 2001. I 
lasted 5 minutes having cracked my collar bone. Nowadays I watch any 
televised matches that are shown here and have been to the World rugby 
7s in 2016,17,18, meeting up with former Beccs  Jofty Adkins, Nye Davies, 
Jon and Dick Averns, Graham Brown as well as our better halves.  

I’m very proud of my association with the club and look forward to a 
return visit to Sparrows Den after COVID has been overcome” 

Nigel Perrot, Hornell, NY, USA  
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I won a place to play on the pitch at were one of 
the teams playing in a tournament that morning. 

  

Each of the 6 teams chosen to play on the pitch 
were pulled out of a hat from all the other teams 
playing in the festival that morning. 

  

I felt so excited that I was going to be playing on 
the pitch that the England Rugby Players play on. 

  

The suspense while standing in the waiting area 
was huge before we went on the pitch.  

  

When the game sta was on the pitch.  I was 
substituted at half time, but even sitting on the 
grass it felt amazing and the atmosphere was  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


